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The Statue of Liberty is 
on Liberty Island in New York 
Harbor.

The statue was a gift from the 
people of France to honor the 
friendship between our nations. 
It is a symbol of freedom. 
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The statue was made in Paris and then 
shipped to the United States. 

What was Paris like in the 1880s when 
the statue was being built? Let’s take a 
look around the city.

The river Seine runs through the center 
of Paris. Famous artists worked on its Left 
Bank. The Cathedral of Notre Dame is on 
an island in the Seine. 

The building of the Cathedral of Notre Dame 
began in 1163. It was not finished until 1345.

On the Right Bank, 
you could stroll under 
the Arc de Triomphe.

As you walked 
through Paris, you 
could look down 
narrow, crooked streets. Houses there are 
hundreds of years old.
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Frederic Auguste Bartholdi

Bartholdi’s workshop
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On a Sunday afternoon in 1883, you 
might see Parisians visiting the sculptor 
Frederic Auguste Bartholdi’s workshop. He 
was the artist who created the Statue of 
Liberty. He made models of every part of 
the statue, including the crown and tablet, 
before building it.

The Eiffel Tower is a 
popular landmark 

in Paris.

The sculptor then hired an engineer 
named Alexandre Gustave Eiffel. He had 
designed the Eiffel Tower. Bartholdi asked 
Eiffel to design the inside framework that 
would support the statue.

Bartholdi completed the Statue of 
Liberty in June, 1884.
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Bedloe’s Island

New York City around 1884

The Statue of Liberty was shipped to 
the United States. More than 200 crates 
carried all 350 parts of the statue. It took 
engineers four months to reassemble the 
statue on Bedloe’s Island in New York 
Harbor. In 1960 the island was renamed 
Liberty Island.
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The Brooklyn Bridge

What was New York City like in 1886? 
At night, the city was ablaze with light.

One of the most amazing sights you 
could see was the new Brooklyn Bridge. It 
was the longest suspension bridge in the 
world in 1886.
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Immigrants lived in crowded conditions.

Some New Yorkers were 
rich and lived in mansions.

More than half of all New Yorkers lived 
in the Lower East Side in the 1880s. They 
were mostly immigrants who came to the 
United States to build better lives.
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New Yorkers gather at Central Park to hear concerts.

Last of all, let’s visit Central Park in the 
1880s. It was a summer evening. Thousands 
of New Yorkers—rich and poor—had come 
to hear a free band concert.
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On October 28, 1886, the Statue of 
Liberty was unveiled. Thousands of New 
Yorkers watched the unforgettable sight.

Since that day, millions of people have 
been welcomed to the United States by the 
light of Liberty’s torch.

“Liberty Enlightening the World” by Edward Moran, 1886. ©Museum of the City of New York.

Reader Response
1. Look back in the book for examples of 

facts and opinions. Use a chart like this 
one to list at least two facts and two 
opinions in this book. Write the number 
of each page where you find an example.

Page
Number

Fact Page
Number

Opinion

2. Reread page 12. What more would you 
like to know about the Statue of Liberty? 
How does asking questions help you 
better understand what you read?

3. The prefix un– means “not.” Find words in 
the book with this prefix. Tell what each 
word means.

4. The Statue of Liberty is a symbol of 
freedom. What does that mean to you?
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